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section over in the vanguard was advancing very
well' and was informed that it was led by Franco.
At all events Franco's first engagement was of
good omen. At a critical moment there emerged
from the town a company of iloors full of confidence
and led by an old man with flowing beard, who
rode forward at the attackers, A Spanish shot
brought him to the ground, and their leader's
death was the signal for retreat and panic among
the Moors that remained. The action was over, a
victory for the Regulares. The shot had killed
El Mizzian, most fanatical and most influential
among the agitators then stirring the tribes to
revolt.
Peace or, more accurately, a respite from war,
was once again possible. In February of 1913,
thinking themselves perhaps secure, the Spaniards
turned from the squalor of Melilla to concentrate
OB the western zone and reoccupied Tetuan, which
seemed, to the popular imagination at least, the
richest and most alluring of all the towns in Morocco.
El Mizzian was dead, but now they had an even
more formidable enemy, the Raisuni, chief of the
Beni*Aros. The entry into Tetuan was not contested,
but the occupation knew no peace. To relieve the
pressure on Tetuan itself it was necessary to maintain
garrisons in the outlying villages, and constant
convoying meant constant fighting. It was not
long before the Regulares were called as
reinforcements,